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   for taking some time and enjoying the historic pictures, articles, and 

 information that was so generously provided by our contributing 
 writers and local businesses and organizations.

 We are very proud to unveil our 2016 series, “Discover Platte County”, which is  now 
 complete with online features.
 Supplementing this special edition is our brand new website, http://
 www.discoverplattecounty.com/ .  At this site, you will find articles, links to our fantastic local 
 businesses, and information updates on local events that you and your family can enjoy.  You 
 will find QR codes throughout this publication; we encourage you to check those out and 
 explore our online edition!
 We are wanting you to reach out to us on social media as well.  Be sure to post your family’s 
 memories this summer to the Platte County Record-Times Instagram page.  Simply tag the 
 photos to the @recordtimes account, and help us get the #discoverplattecounty trend going!
 Platte County is a region full of rich history just waiting to be explored.   National Parks, 
 historic sites and monuments, and historic downtown areas are begging for you and your 
 family to visit and enjoy this summer. 
 In our May edition of “Discover Platte County” we are looking at the history of Platte County, 
 but honestly, the only way to truly appreciate all that has happened here, is to get out there and 
 see it all for yourself.
 Happy travels, and get ready to Discover Platte County!

 Thank you

 From the entire crew here at

 The Guernsey Gazette

 Published May 10 & 11, 2016
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By Ton Winter | Staff Writer

keep your senses alert to any para-
normal activity while perusing 
books or sipping coffee at the Wan-
dering Hermit Books and Gifts.

“A whole group of books just fell off the shelf,” said Abby Mickelsen, 
employee at The Wandering Hermit. “I don’t go downstairs alone or at 
night because I’ve just heard so many things.”

The ghostly visitor is rumored to be George Milne. George was the 
former town treasurer and manager of The Wheatland Hardware Store in 
the same building that the bookstore is now. Friends and members of his 
family had reported that he had been despondent for the past few days 
because he was replaced as manager and had been relegated to a clerk’s 
position. Probably due to his physical limitations stemming from a fall the 
previous year.

The Wheatland Times had the story on the front page of the Feb. 9, 
1934 edition. The morning of Friday, Feb. 2, George got a .22 calibre 
pistol and shells from the hardware store and went downstairs to the base-
ment and shot himself through the right temple. He was found by a fellow 
clerk and was still alive, but died later that morning at the hospital across 
the street.

Nancy Munier ran a quilt and gun shop in the building several years 
ago and used to say quite often that “George is a permanent resident.” 
She reported that things were often moved around and the sound of heavy 
footfalls could be heard.

Wandering Hermit owner Dan Brecht believes that it’s just the noises 
that happen in an old building.

He tells of the only time he was unsure, “I came towards the front of 
the store and suddenly I heard noises and thumping, I thought it could be 
the radio. I got so frightened it was hard for me to go back to turn off the 
lights.”

However, later he found out that the neighboring store, Celtic Willow, 
was renting out her basement to the Hard Knocks Boxing Club in the eve-
nings. That would explain the thumping noises. In any case, the store has 
books on various hauntings and ghost towns in the state.

Books must be something that ghosts relate too because down the street 
at the Library they have their own spooky dealings.

“Late at night or early in the morning you can hear books falling off 
shelves, but when you go back to look, there is nothing there,” said Chil-
dren’s Librarian Shiloh Weber.

Sometimes in the evening you can see lights on in the basement when 
the library is closed, floating images on the security cameras, and hear 
little girls giggling in the furnace room. But unlike the Wandering Hermit 
ghost, no one has a story as to where or who the haunting is coming from.

“Once all the books in the 700 room were all on the floor, in perfect 
order one morning,” said long-time employee Lee Miller. “And right 
before the children’t library section opened I saw a reflection of a woman 
walking among the books but when I went to tell her it wasn’t open yet, 
there was no one there.”

It’s definitely a wonder why so many different people around town have 
a story about strange occurrences in the Platte County Library, upstairs 
and downstairs. Perhaps it has something to do with the old books in the 
Wyoming Room? After all, when all the lights are turned out for the night, 
the Wyoming Room glows mysteriously.

Photo/Ton Winter
The eery glow that comes from the Wyoming Room remains a 
mystery for Platte County Librarians... 

By Patsy Parkin | 
Platte County Historic Society President

that the best way to see and 
appreciate Wyoming is NOT 
from the interstate. The same 
thing could be said about Wyo-

ming counties. Perhaps you stick to I25 or State Highway 26 when you zip 
through Platte County, but if you do, you will miss some of the most fascinat-
ing places in the state.

During summer weekends, one of the biggest (temporary) towns in the state 
is

Glendo State Park where thousands of boaters, fishermen, and campers 
gather.

Guernsey State Park is one of the prettiest parks anywhere and a real tes-
tament to the hundreds of CCC workers who designed and constructed the 
impressive stonework structures there.

You can almost hear the roll of dice, clinking beer mugs, and tinkly pianos 
when you visit the tiny town of Hartville, once one of the rowdiest in the Old 
West. The nearby

Sunrise Mine and town site played an essential role in the operation of 
Rockefeller’s

Colorado Fuel and Iron Company in Pueblo, Colorado, by furnishing mas-
sive amounts of iron ore. Long before that, wandering Native American tribes 
traveled through the area and unique specimens of their existence found there 
are changing archeologists’ ideas about ancient times. Spanish Diggings, a 
Native American quarry site, was used from 1,500 to 500 years ago.

The area around Guernsey is amazingly diverse. Some of the most famous 
landmarks on the Oregon Trail/California/Mormon Trail, Pony Express, and 
Cheyenne

Deadwood Stage Trail can be found nearby. Modern Camp Guernsey is an 
important training site for both the Air Force and the Army National Guard. 
Onsite, they also operate the Wyoming ChalleNGe Academy, geared to pro-
vide teenagers with a unique opportunity for success. Nearby, a massive rail-

road maintenance and repair site covers acres.
By traveling south out of Guernsey, you will pass storage facilities for gas 

and oil and training sites for the Guard. You will travel through some beautiful 
hills and meadows with majestic Laramie Peak always visible in the distance. 
You will soon come to the Grayrocks Dam and Reservoir which is a storage 
facility for the Laramie River/ Missouri Basin power plant looming up from 
the landscape. It is one of the largest consumer operated facilities in the country 
and provides electric power for thousands.

Wheatland was founded because of irrigation. Early land developers saw the 
advantages of a fairly level plain fed by precipitation from the nearby moun-
tain range.  The Wyoming Development Company was formed by wealthy 
investors from the U.S. and Europe. Water was impounded in reservoirs and 
thousands of miles of irrigation canals were dug--mostly by hand--to make 
the land productive for farming and ranching. You can drive almost anywhere 
in the county and come across irrigation ditches, and if youʼre really adven-
turous, you can travel up through the mountains to the reservoir and even to 
the historic tunnel which diverted water from the Blue Grass to the Sybille for 
irrigation. And while youʼre in the mountains, you might as well visit some of 
the interesting places up there like Garrett, Laramie Peak, the Laramie Peak 
Boy Scout Camp, Camp Grace, and Hubbardʼs Cupboard. Even though some 
of these locations are in Albany County, you can see Wheatland and the sur-
rounding valley from most places, and the views are fantastic.

The tiny town of Slater was once home to one of the biggest sheep facilities 
in the world and the not-quite-so tiny town of Chugwater was headquarters for 
the Swan

Land and Cattle Company, at one time the largest ranch in the country own-
ing and leasing land from Saratoga to Ogallala, Nebraska. The historic ranch 
buildings are still visible on the southern outskirts of the town.

Deteriorating homestead cabins dot the county, furnishing reminders of 
the hardy people who came to Platte County to try and establish new lives. 
Railroad tracks and gigantic power lines now crisscross the plains where they 
struggled to survive.

From historic to modern, Platte County has all this--and so much more. 
Take time to enjoy it all.

Do you believe in spooks?
I’m sure you al l know (You might want to)

A word from the Platte County Historic Society...

(inset) was a Wyoming librarian who served Platte County in the early 
1900s.  Traveling on horseback throughout the County, Mabel helped 
organize the current library system we enjoy here today.  Here is an 

excerpt from her recollections of her travels, which provide a vivid picture of what living in Platte 
County was like at the turn of the century:

“Since opening [the library in Wheatland] on a regular library basis, every effort has been made to 
reach and interest the people in library work and extension throughout Platte County. It is our aim to 
provide each individual, who is able to read, with the best available literature. Consequently I recently 
made a library trip over the entire county with this in view. To be sure we are handicapped this year 
with a tiny collection, no funds, enormous distances between thinly populated settlements,and few 
as well as poor railroad facilities, but we intend to have our collections used to the greatest possible 
extent. Therefore, I visited each post-office, town, village and hamlet in the county on this trip. The 
interest shown in the various communities concerning their welfare where educational advantages of 
every kind are limited, has certainly aroused the good will and generosity of all concerned, not only 
toward my horse “Joker” and me, but in a willingness to meet any extra tax levy for library purposes, 
and to donate every service possible to assist the work and its extension. 

As distances are great, train service extremely poor, and automobile service high, my 
entire library extension trip of two weeks’ duration had to be made on horseback, the 
journey covering about four hundred miles through very rough country, over poor roads, 
and worse trails with very few accommodations along the line. Numerous claims are 
being filed on constantly, and while one may ride jauntily down a fairly good road 
from one hamlet to another today, it is nothing to return on the morrow and find the 
road well fenced in. Then there is nothing to do but scout around and keep the general 
location of destination in mind until another road, or trail leading approximately in 
that direction is found. Of course there is always danger of a novice going miles out of 
the way, or even getting lost, but that is only a part of the work and of the joy of living, 
and if one doesn’t arrive today, tomorrow does just as well.”

Mabel Wilkinson
Fun Facts....

 www.laramiepeakmotors.com
 TOLL FREE: 1-866-346-9472

 Good things happen when we put

 Customers First!

 Ford Authorized 
 RV Repair Facility

 FOR AFTER-HOUR EMERGENCIES:
 307-331-9126 or 307-331-0109

 I-25 Exit 80 (2305 N. 16th) • Wheatland, WY •322-2355

 See Our Entire Inventory at:

 06, 07, 08, 10, 14, 15

 O L D   F A S H I O N E D   S E R V I C E   F O R   M O D E R N   T I M E S

 W h e a t l a n d ,   W y o m i n g
 Ford

 Wandering  Wandering 
    hermit    hermit

 875 Gilchrist St. • Wheatland, WY 
 331-2887

 GIFTS
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 Mon - Sat: 8 - 5:30

 Books 
   &   Gifts
 Books 
   &   Gifts

   used new
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www.discoverplattecounty.com

Scan me!
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By Amber Ningen | Contributing Writer

has remained strong 
for decades, and on 
May 5, they cele-
brated their 80-year 

anniversary.
“Eighty years for a women’s club to still be going – it just kind of 

amazes me,” Slater Women’s Club President Barb Havely said.
Havely joined the Slater Women’s Club in 1967.  Although she has 

been in the club for many years now, there are several women who have 
been members longer than she has.

Slater Women’s Club was originally known as the Associated Women 
of the American Farm Bureau.  It was organized on Nov. 5, 1936.  Mem-
bers enjoyed having music and song at the beginning of their meetings, 
followed by the club business meeting.  After business was attended to, 
most of their time was spent quilting as a group.

On Apr. 8, 1937, the club name was changed to Farm Bureau Wom-
en’s Club of Slater.  By-laws were adopted, and the motto, “Help One 
Another” was chosen.

The club continued to be very busy in the 1940s, with quilt work and 
embroidery for various individuals.

In 1947, the Club’s name was changed to the Slater Women’s Club.  
The 1950s was a busy decade for the Club, and the community-minded 

ladies were the heart of the Slater community.  Programs related to cook-
ing, health, safety, sewing, and other homemaking-related subjects were 
presented during club meetings.  Throughout the sixties, the ladies con-
tinued to spearhead fundraisers and community activities for Slater.

The major project during the 1970s was the renovation of a one-room 
schoolhouse that stands where the town of Slater once was.  Most of 
the books, maps, desks, and other various school items were still in the 
building, so the community set out to preserve the schoolhouse and keep 

it as a historic site.   Tours of the schoolhouse are held to this day, and it 
continues to stand as a monument to Slater’s history.

The group changed in number throughout the eighties, losing some 
of the original members, but gaining new recruits.  Members continued 
to maintaint he Slater Grange Hall, purchase necessary items for the 
building, and provide social activities to help keep the community spirit 
awake.

As lives became busy in the 1990s, Slater Women’s Club continued to 
hold a membership of about 25 individuals.  Roll call continued to be a 
fun monthly ritual for the club.

As the Club has entered the year 2000 and today, they remain very 
active.  Group tours at locations throughout the region, including Col-
orado and Nebraska, have given members an opportunity to learn first-
hand about the wide variety of industries and businesses in the area.

The Slater Women’s C lub

80 years strong: Slater Women’s Club celebrates tradition 
of heritage and community in rural WyomingBy Vicki Hood | Staff Writer

is your thing, then the annual Pony Express Re-ride 
in June might be of interest to you.  But you don’t 
have to saddle up or drive very many miles if you’re 
anywhere near Platte County, Wyoming.

On June 21, local members of the National Pony Express Association will do just that 
and carry the mail between Glendo and the Wyoming-Nebraska state line, covering over 
100 miles of the overall national route.  The mail is carried in a mochila, a four-pocketed 
leather cover constructed to fit over a saddle and easily moved from horse to horse.

Most of this year’s local ride will be in the dark, but the mail is scheduled to be near 
Guernsey at 5 a.m.  One of the best exchange points where the event may be viewed 
is Register Cliff, just south of Guernsey.  Because times can fluctuate greatly, the best 
way to know where  the riders actually are is to follow the mail on the NPEA website at:  
xphomestation.com

This year, the mochila will carry not only letters but also GPS device that will ping and 
update every 20 minutes.  The entire national re-ride can be followed on the website and 
should give accurate and up-to-date times for the various exchange points.

From Register Cliff, the mail will go east across a backroad that follows the original 
route into Fort Laramie, then follow U.S. 26, and State Highway 92 on east to the state 
line near Lyman, WY.   

This year’s re-ride marks the 156th anniversary of the original Pony Express, sched-
uled to begin June 15 in Sacramento, CA and finish in St. Joseph, MO June 25th. This 
Re-Ride is a 10-day, 24-hour a day, non-stop event by over 600 riders and horses over 
the 1,966 mile route of the Pony Express National Historic Trail from California through 
Nevada, Utah, Wyoming, Colorado, Nebraska, Kansas to Missouri. It is the longest event 
held annually on a historical trail in the nation.   

The NPEA actively seeks membership year-round and anyone 14 years or older who 
is interested in becoming a rider or willing to help in other areas is allowed to join.  ]  
Overseen by the USNPS, the original trail and access to points of interest along the way 
are well-marked and those who wish to travel to those sites may obtain information on 
their website at:  http://www.nps.gov/poex.

History lives on with Pony Express Re-ride in Guernsey
Southeast Wyoming 
Pony Express rider 
Tony Goulart carries 
the mail in the 2015 
national re-ride.

Fun facts...
•Annual Membership dues for the Slater 
Women’s Club are currently $1, to keep 
up with inflation over the past 80 years.

•The Club Flower is the Tulip.

•A highlight of the Slater Women’s Club 
meeting is the roll call, where members 
introduce themselves and answer a 
question, such as, “What is your favorite 
car?”  

•At one point, members faced a 
fifty-cent fine if they did not arrive with 
an answer for the roll call question. The 
fines were later used to purchase 
ice cream treats during a Club 
outing, when Club Treasurer 
Ruth Irvine surprised the 
Club with over $40 in fines 
that had been collected.

If living history

Fun facts...

 GLENDO DAY
 June 18
 Downtown
 10:00 am
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Parade
 12:30 pm
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FREE BBQ
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   Sponsored by the 
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 S  a

 l e s
   &    S  e r v i c e

 206 S. Yellowstone, Glendo, WY • 307-735-4211
 www.bellwoodboats.biz

 R e n t a l s   &   S t o r a g
 e

 New Expanded Store!

 • Boat Sales & Rental
 • Repair
 • Parts & Accessories
 • Storage

 T WISTERS  E ATERY

 Open 7 am - 7 pm ~ Tues - Sat

 Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner
 Coffee Bar

 Soft Serve Ice Cream

 84 N. Wyoming, Guernsey, WY
 307-    331-   3943

Scan me!

Though the Pony Express began in 1860 and 
only existed for eleven months, almost every 
American has heard about this early way of 
delivering the mail.  However, here are some 
facts you probably don’t know:

The official name of the Pony Express was 
The Central Overland, California and Pikes 
Peak Express Company. 

Young boys were generally hired because 
of the company rule that no rider should weigh 
more than 125 pounds.

“Bronco Charlie” Miller was said to be the 
youngest rider; he was 11 years old when he 
rode for the Pony Express.

The owner of the company was very religious 

so he gave each rider a small Bible to carry with 
him at all times.  Each rider also had to take an 
oath not to quarrel, drink, or swear. 

The riders rode through dangerous territory so 
the company provided them with a horn to blow 
to scare off robbers, but if that failed, they were 
given a carbine and two revolvers.  The weap-
onry proved too heavy to carry so eventually the 
riders traveled with only a single revolver.

Horses were changed every 9 to 15 miles.  
When the rider arrived, the stable knew to have 
a fresh horse ready to go.

A rider was expected to dismount, transfer 
the mail pouch, re-mount and be on the road 
again within 2 minutes.

 “A Step 

 Back in Time”

 314 First Street • Chugwater, WY
 307-422-3222 

 CHUGWATER  CHUGWATER 
 SODA FOUNTAIN SODA FOUNTAIN

 Wyoming’s Oldest Operating Soda Fountain!

 Since 1914

 OPEN:  Monday - Saturday 
 8 a.m. - 9 p.m.
 Sunday 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.

 Serving Old-fashioned Sodas, Shakes, Malts & 
 Fountain Drinks

 Breakfast  •  Lunch  •  Dinner
 Homemade Soups, Chugwater Chili & Pie

 • Gift Items • Mini Liquor Store

 Open All Summer, 
 Weather Permitting.

 B EER  G ARDEN

www.discoverplattecounty.com
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Happy Birthday, Dear State Parks... 
Wyoming State Parks celebrate 100 years of providing 
timeless memories for families nationwide

Discover Platte County Discover Platte County
By Amanda Fry | Staff Writer

residents of Guernsey, Platte County 
communities, and beyond have 
enjoyed the fruits of labor done by 

the Civilian Conservation Corps.  The Corps, or CCC, was an organiza-
tion founded during the Great Depression by Franklin Roosevelt to cre-
ate jobs.  The organization spearheaded the construction of public rec-
reation centers, roads, and many other projects that benefited the public.

The CCC also worked on what is now Guernsey State Park, a place 
well known, not only for its beautiful reservoir and recreation opportu-
nities, but also for the elaborate structures which visitors can thank CCC 
workers for.

“Truly, I don’t think people realize how significant Guernsey State 
Park is, not only to the history of Wyoming, but to the history of recre-
ation in this country,” historian Todd Thibodeau said.

According to Thibodeau, the 1930s project of Guernsey State Park 
was the first-ever partnership between the Bureau of Reclamation, the 
Civilian Conservation Corps, and the National Park Services, setting a 
precedent for other State Parks throughout the State.

During construction at the Park, Thibodeau said that project manager 
Elwood Mead had two camps of CCC workers placed on separate sides 
of the Park.  This was done to create a rivalry between the camps, and 
the result was a series of spectacular structures that are still enjoyed 
today.

“The Million Dollar Biffy,” an affectionate term for the stone restroom 
area built by competitve CCC workers, as well as the Guernsey Castle 

Picnic area, are just a couple of examples of the workmanship of the 
CCC employees.

The museum that is located in the park was hailed in a historic 
National Park pamphlet as the “finest example” of a trailside museum in 
the nation, and the structure became the prototype for future museums.

He said the men working at the park created sports teams, and also 
held an annual Water Carnival for several consecutive years at the park. 

Construction time at the park could be anywhere from 18-24 months 
for workers.

“I think all the workers would walk away with memories of a job well 
done… and a project that really helped change the face of recreation in 
America,” Thibodeau said.

He added that, not only did Guernsey State Park have the best man-
agement available during its construction, but new innovations were 
utilized within the infrastructure of the Park, and the architecture that 
stands today served as a standard for parks throughout Wyoming and 
beyond.

“The CCC proved that with good trading, and good supervision, these 
boys could create some pretty amazing things,” Thibodeau said.

The endurance of the buildings is their outstanding feature, with 
many of them retaining the original construction they underwent over 
80 years ago.

Milward Simpson, Director of the Wyoming Department of State 
Parks and Cultural Resources said that Guernsey State Park is a “Jewel” 
in Wyoming’s park system, and the modern upgrades throughout the 
Park over the years to campsites and the CCC Buildings will continue to 
enhance the experience for visitors.

For over 80 years

 located two miles 
southeast of Guernsey, 
provided travelers with 
a “Chalkboard” where 

they placed their names for those who followed.  
 A soft chalky limestone cliff over 100 feet high, Register 

Cliff was created thousands of years ago by river waters 
cutting though layers of sedimentary rock.  Many swallows 
make their nests along the cliffs today. 

 Since 1847, emigrants made up camp at the base of the 
Cliff where they rested and recuperated from hardships 
of trail travel.  The cliff became a place where emigrants 
inscribed names, dates, origins and messages for those who 
followed.  Many dates are more than 100 years old with the 
earliest being 1829.

 Although erosion has continually caused an effective 
change in the appearance of Register Cliff over time, the 
landmark still remains much the way it looked to pioneer 
wagon trains journeying west in the 1800’s.  

 The Oregon Trail Ruts was one of the primary routes 
used for American migration westward across the plains 

from 1841-1869.  The first recorded use of the trail was in 
1812 by Robert Stuart and his party of six, who were return-
ing to their homes in Oregon. 

 In the future years the route was used by traders, trap-
pers, and missionaries.  The year 1841 marked the date of 
the first wagon train that used the Oregon Trail, that of the 
Bartleson-Bidwell party.  More than 100 emigrants fol-
lowed the same route in 1842, and in 1842 nearly 1000 
pioneers made their way west along the Oregon Trail. The 
number of wagons crossing over the trail readily increased 
the combined effects of the wagon wheel wear and cutting 
to ease passage over rough places in the trail resulted in 
a clearly defined and deeply rutted road, which stretched 
across the country.

 Not until 1869 when the Union Pacific Railroad was 
completed did use of the trail begin to decline.  Today, in 
many parts of Wyoming, remnants of the Oregon Trail can 
still be seen.  

 Some of the town of Guernsey, off Highway 26. Inter-
pretive signs, benches, a parking area and a A.D.A. accessi-
ble trail have been added to the site. 

an agreement between the US Gov-
ernment (Bureau of Reclamation) 
and the Wyoming Parks Commis-

sion (now Wyoming State Parks, Historic Sites and Trails) concerning 
the administration and development of lands and facilities at Glendo 
Reservoir for recreation purposes.  This is when the reservoir became a 
State Park.  

Preliminary investigations for Glendo started in 1944, but competing 
interests held it up.  Glendo Dam was started in 1954 and construction 
finished in 1958.  There are several reasons for Glendo Dam.  The dam 
was constructed to store 800,000 acre feet of water (one acre foot is 
enough water to cover 1 acre of land to a depth of 1 foot).  The total of 
the 800,000 acre feet of water is divided between several uses.  100,000 
acre-feet is used for irrigation; 115,000 acre feet is for sediment control; 
275,000 acre feet for flood control and 310,000 are for power produc-
tion.  

The power generated from the Hydroelectric power plant at Glendo 

Reservoir provides power to Wyoming, Nebraska, and Colorado.  
Glendo was also along many of the old historic trails, such as the 

Oregon Trail, The Mormon Trail, California Trail and a route for the 
Pony Express.  

This area was prime farmland and was especially good for potatoes.  
The town of Glendo once was listed in the Guinness Book of Records as 
having the largest potato cellar, all of this was going to change with the 
construction of the reservoir, which sits on the land that was once home 
to many farms and ranches.

Several areas of Glendo State Park are named after landowners who 
lived here prior to the reservoir being constructed.  Areas such as Ben-
nett Hill, Waters Point and Hytrek Draw are some examples of areas that 
were previously owned prior to the reservoir.  There are times when the 
lake reaches very low water levels; some foundations from some of the 
old homesteads are visible.  In fact, there is a foundation and part of a 
flag pole from an old school house just off of Sandy Beach.  It is never 
visible, but the old bridge across the original river channel is still there.  

Register C liff,

On June 4, 1959

Background:  The Guernsey Castle (left) and the Guernsey Museum are just two of the many historic sites to see in the 
Guernsey and Glendo State Parks, which adjoin each other in Platte County.
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By Doug Oliver| Contributing Writer

an Irish 
immigrant 
n a m e d 
John Gor-

don visited the Hunton Ranch in the Bor-
deaux area, and then later, visited a ranch in 
the Uva vicinity.  He was so enthralled by the 
looks of the area and the potential that it had, 
that he moved his family from Greeley, Colo., 
to a small claim he had made in the Uva area.  
After moving his family to Uva, he met with 
a very good friend, Judge John Carey, at his 
ranch, located on the North Platte River.

During his conversation with Mr. Carey, he 
made a suggestion to him that the Wheatland 
Flats had a great potential of creating a com-
munity similar to the Greeley Colo. commu-
nity.

With that suggestion to Judge Carey, the 
wheels were put into motion to organize a 
small party to investigate the Wheatland Flats.  
A civil engineer named G.E. Bailey produced 
the first map showing the first canal system, 
beginning at the mouth of the Laramie River 
Canyon, through what is now known as the 
Wheatland Tunnel Diversion, then extending 
down through the valley until it crossed Syb-
ille Creek by way of a flume, which would 
have to be constructed to allow the convey-
ance of the Laramie River Water to be deliv-
ered into a canal system, known today as the 
No. 1 Canal.  This canal is the main delivery 
conveyance system for the current Wheatland 
Irrigation District’s water supply.

 In the summer of 1883, the promoters of 
the Wheatland Project realized the extent of 
their work, and in August of 1883, organized 
what was known as the Wyoming Develop-
ment Company in order to accomplish their 
objectives.  Construction began on the Blue-
grass Tunnel Company in order to accomplish 
their objectives.  Construction began on the 
Bluegrass Tunnel and also on the No. 1 and 
No. 2 Canals in 1883, with a 2380 foot tun-
nel through decomposed granite mountain 
that was completed in 1886.  The Wyoming 
Development Company had organized its 
own construction company in order to begin 
the massive undertaking of completing a con-
veyance system for the irrigation project.  The 
Bluegrass Tunnel construction project con-
sisted of over a thousand Chinese workers, 
who laid a small railroad track system that 
began at the downstream conveyance system, 
and made its way up into the irrigation tunnel.   
The railroad system was made in order to haul 
out the rubble generated from construction of 
the tunnel.

As rock was removed from the tunnel, it 
was halted out in small train cars and placed 
on what today is the conveyance system.

There are still huts built by the Chinese 
workers for shelter, which can be seen along 
the conveyance system.

At the time when the Wyoming Develop-
ment Company was putting together one of 
the largest irrigation projects in the nation, 
Wyoming was still under a Territorial form of 
government.

One of the driving forces behind the irriga-
tion project was to make a case for to the Ter-
ritorial Engineer, and later, to what is known 
as the Board of Control.  IN 1888 Elwood 
Mead was appointed as the first Territorial 
Engineer thanks to some intense lobbying 
by the Wyoming Development Company’s 
engineer, J.A. Johnson.  Irrigation of lands 
within the project began before the Bluegrass 
Tunnel was completed, using Sybille Creek 
water.  When portions of the No. 1 and No.2 
Canal were completed, water was diverted for 
irrigation to some of the first lands under the 
project.  The United States Secretary of Inte-
rior mutually agreed that the lands should be 
taken up under what is known as the “Des-
ert Law”.  The plan was put forth, that each 
Entrymen filed on 640 acres and applied the 
water to the lands, and in turn received a 
patent for those lands from the government.  
This was a difficult process for settlers in 
obtaining a patent to their lands, because of 
the slow government process.  This delayed 
the settlement of the Wheatland Flats area.

The Wyoming Development Company 
stepped in and planted roughly 1,000 acres 
of farm crops each year, just to build up a 
case for a water right.

The Company also ran water onto 30,000 
– 40,000 acres of prairie lands in order to 

preserve water rights.
As settlements finally began to increase 

in the area around 1894, the price was set at 
$15 per acre for the irrigated lands, which 
included water rights.

With the economy struggling in the area, 
the Wyoming Development Company began 
selling lands to any buyer, no matter the 
personal situation of the buyer, in order to 
get settlers in the area working the land.

Many settlers came into the area from 
Kansas, Nebraska, and Eastern Colorado 
during these hard times.

In the second annual report by Mead, 
Wyoming Development received praise for 
their hard work and accomplishments in 
Wheatland Flats.  Mead expressed how pro-
ductive the lands had become, and showed 
over 50,000 acres of irrigated land managed  
by one of the best systems of canals in the 
nation.  The system was already ranked as 
one of the most important irrigation works 
on the continent.

A direct flow water right for 633 cfs from 
the Laramie River and 135 cfs from Sybille 
Creek with a priority date of May 23, 1883, 
was eventually obtained by the Company.  
Soon thereafter, they realized what the nat-
ural flows in the Laramie River and Sybille 
Creek went dry early in the season, mak-
ing it difficult to sustain crops that required 
water into September of each year.

To remedy this, the Company began con-
structing Wheatland Reservoir No. 1, and 

One day in 1881

A history of the Wheatland Irrigation District

Continue on next page

the supply canal from Sybille Creek to Res-
ervoir 1 began in 1894, and was completed 
in 1896 for a storage capacity of 5360 AF.  

The reservoir was enlarged in 1938, and 
again in 1958 for a total capacity of 9369.7 
AF storage.

In 1895, the Company filed a capacity 
and design map to the Wyoming Engineer’s 
office for the Wheatland Reservoir No. 2.  
The permit to construct was issued on Feb 1, 
1898, with the stipulation required by Engi-
neer Mead that more acres must be found to 
irrigate.  He was convinced that the Devel-
opment Company would have more water 
than could be used on the 58,000 acres they 
serviced.

As the Company expanded into Res-
ervoirs 2 and 3, it eventually outgrew its 
own resources, and the Wheatland Indus-
trial Company was formed to help finance 
expansion projects.

During the construction of Reservoir No. 
3 in 1932, a public organization was formed 
in order to obtain drought assistance money 
to complete the Reservoir 3 project.  Gov-
ernment monies could only be used for the 
good of the general public, and not by a 
private organization.  As a result, the two 
companies formed the Wheatland Irrigation 
System, a public entity.  After completing 
Reservoir 3 in 1934, the capacity for the 
System stood at 71,318.8 A.F., and a sur-
charge capacity of 28,952.2 A.F.

IN 1947, The Wheatland Irrigation Sys-
tem incorporated under the name of Wheat-
land Irrigation District, and was organized 
under Wyoming State Statutes as a public 
irrigation district.  The District was the first 
to apply and receive the first trans-basin 
diversion in Wyoming.  They purchased 
what was known as the Rigsby Ranch in 
the McFadden area, and transferred the ter-
ritorial water rights from the Rock Creek 
Drainage to the Laramie River Drainage.

IN order to make this transfer a success, 
they had to build 11 miles of canal along 
with 2 siphons in order to convey the water 
to the Laramie River and onto Wheatland 
Reservoir No. 2, and then down to what is 
known today as the Ringsby Ranch transfer 
land.

Today, Wheatland Irrigation District 
owns 11 reservoirs, and maintains roughly 
120 miles of cnals and laterals for their con-
veyance system, which serves some 54,000 

adjudicated acres of land.

Special thanks from the author goes to 
Don Britton, manager of the Wheatland 
Irrigation District, for allowing him to got 
through archives of maps as well as letters 
and correspondence, which have been stored 
at the District office.  With all the materials 
available, he could have written 10 pages on 
the history of the District, but had to con-
dense it down to a simple summary.  

Courtesy Photo
This historic photo shows part of what is now the Wheatland Irrigation District, one 
of the nation’s largest irrigation systems.

 Located on the eastern slope of Laramie Peak, the 
 schools of Wheatland, Glendo and Chugwater 
 serve a wide array of academic needs.  With a total 
 enrollment of 1000 students, we offer small class 
 sizes, updated buildings and the latest in 
 technological advances.  Strong vocational and 
 academic programs can be found at all levels, 
 while our long list of extracurricular activities assist 
 our students and community.  Platte County 
 School District #1, where 

 STUDENTS ARE OUR  #1  PRIORITY.

 Serving the Communities of 
 Wheatland, Glendo and Chugwater.

 PLATTE COUNTY SCHOOL 
 DISTRICT #1

 www.platte1.org

 Dennis Fischer, Superintendent

 82 16th St. • Wheatland, WY  • (307) 322-2462

 Not just a Convenience Store...

 EXIT 78 off I-25

 Something for Everyone!

 • Jewelry
 • Decor Signs
 • Books
 • Audio Books
 • UW & Bulldog Apparel
 • Clothing
 • Leanin’ Tree Cards
 • Gift Items  CLEAN

 RESTROOMS

 FREE 
 WiFi

 ATM  Like 
 us on 

 Facebook!

 Frozen 
 Yogurt
 4 Flavors

 &
 Ice Cream
 Chocolate & 

 Vanilla

 SHELL  FOOD MART
 Interstate Gas  Wheatland Ace Hardware

 2304 Fertig Drive, Wheatland
 Phone: 307-322-0299

 Serving with enthusiasm the residents of Platte County 
 since October 2002

 Mon - Sat:  8-6
          Sun:  12-4

 • Dutch Ovens
 • Barbecue Grills
 • Boat Supplies
 • Ceiling Fans & Lighting
 • Interior & Exterior Paint
 • Stains & Finishes
 • Grass & Garden Seed
 • Pavers

 Propane 
 Tanks & 
 Refills 
 Available  RV

 Supplies & Accessories
 • Fertilizers &  Weed Killers
 • Lawnmowers & Power Trimmers
 • Dewalt/Milwaukee Tools
 • Water Heaters
 • Toilets & Sinks
 • Faucets & Valves
 • Small Appliances & Utensils
 • Vacuums/ Bags/ Belts/ Filters

 HARDWARE

 www.acehardware.com

Scan me!

www.discoverplattecounty.com
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 R ecord- T imes
 The Platte County

 It’s not the newspaper of the  Olden Days...

 or  Yesteryear...

 but  Today!
 www.pcrecordtimes.com

 Twitter
 @PCRTEditor

 Instagram
 recordtimes

 #discoverplattecounty
 Share your photos of Platte County at

 Instagram

 facebook

 Thursday, July 28 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Horse Show
 Friday, July 29 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Horse Show
 Saturday, July 30 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Demolition Derby
 Sunday, July 31 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tractor Pull
 Monday, Aug. 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cat & Dog Show
                                            Businessman’s Challenge
 Tuesday, Aug. 2 ……… . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . OC Exhibits Due
                                            All Livestock Due
                                            Rabbit Show
                                            PCHA Gymkhana
                                            Family Movie – Tentative
 Wednesday, Aug. 3 … . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4-H Shows Begin
                                            Livestock Shows
                                            Exhibit Halls Open
                                            Talent Show
                                            Chancey Williams and the 
                                            Younger Brothers Band 

 Concert
 Thursday, Aug. 4 …….. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Livestock Shows
                                             Exhibit Halls Open
                                             PC Roping
                                             Ice Cream Social
                                             Fun On The Go & Games
                                             Dance with DJ Majik
 Friday, Aug. 5 ………….. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dog Show
                                             Round Robin
                                             Livestock Sale & BBQ
                                             Bucket Calf Contest
                                             Dance with Southern Fryed
 Saturday, Aug. 6 ……… . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pancake Breakfast
                                             Parade
                                             Wheatland Wrangler Annual 
                                             Charity Ranch Rodeo
                                             Free BBQ sponsored by First 

 State Bank
                                             Pig Wrestling & Calcutta to 
                                             Help with Building Upgrades
                                             Dance with Whiskey’s Alibi
 www.plattecountyfair.org

FORT LARAMIE - Join Fort Laramie National Historic Site and the 
National Park Service in celebrating 100 years of sharing America’s special 
places helping Americans make meaningful connections to nature, history 
and culture. The Fort is playing a meaningful role in honoring the Centennial 
of the NPS and invites the public for a fun-filled time during our 2016 NPS 
Centennial.

“We invite our neighboring communities and visiting friends and rela-
tives to join us out at the Fort for these special Centennial events,” said Park 
Superintendent Tom Baker. “We’ll focus on the amazing cultural and natural 
resources that make the Fort so special – a place where our heritage is cele-
brated every day.”

 The schedule of special events planned for this summer, include:
JUNE 18-19    Brown Gold: The Economics and Ecology of the Western Fur 
Trade
 In reflecting who we are, Fort Laramie NHS invites us to connect with our 
natural and cultural heritage and our ecology, as well as each other. The 
“Brown Gold” event will explore the post’s early role in the central Rocky 
Mountain fur trade. The weekend’s activities are sure to be fun and educa-
tional for the entire family.
 JULY 2-3        The Hunter-Warrior of the Plains
 Fort Laramie NHS and all national parks are an ideal extension of the formal 
classroom, offering transformative experiences through relevant, inclusive, 
and active learning. The dynamic programs presented by noted Native Amer-
ican actor, writer, and historian Michael “Bad Hand” Terry will stimulate 
learners of all ages and open the minds of visitors to consider new perspec-
tives of history and culture.
 JULY 4           Fourth of July: Celebrating 100 Years – Yesterday, Today, and 
Tomorrow
 National Parks highlight pivotal movements and moments in the nation’s 
history. For many years, Fort Laramie NHS has been a traditional part of 
Independence Day activities in southeast Wyoming. As in years past, the day 
will be packed with events that offer something for everyone, with special 
emphasis on the NPS Centennial.
 JULY 30         Starry, Starry Night: Shared Skies, Yesterday and Today
Whether alone or with family or friends national parks offer limitless oppor-
tunities for reflection, awe, and wonder. Get inspired and join us for a “walk 
among the stars” as Fort Laramie NHS enlivens the human spirit with this 
special stargazing program.

For more information on 2016 Centennial Special Events or summer pro-
gram offerings visit the park website at www.nps.gov/fola or call the park at 
307-837-2221. Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.  

Hey there, neighbor!
Fort Laramie NHS Hosts Cen-
tennial Events

Scan me!
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 will be the highlight of the 

Wyoming State Historical 

Society’s annual Trek, this 

year hosted by the Platte 

County chapter.   The event is open to everyone and will be held the 

weekend of June 10th, with Wheatland as the host city.  Trekkers are 

required to register in advance by contacting Patsy Parkin at 307-

322-9365 or going online to www.wyshs.org.

 A variety of activities will take place including wagon rides, 

talks by local historians, and the history of various landmarks.  Side 

trips will include trips to historic Guernsey State Park, lunch at the 

Miners’ and Stockmen’s Bar in Hartville, and then a rare behind the 

scene glimpse into the historic Sunrise mines, and talks about the 

important archaeological excavations taking place.  Special guests 

will include renowned archaeologist Dr. George Frison, and young 

actress Kyleen Smith who will portray Platte County’s first traveling 

librarian, Mabel Wilkinson.  Some of the requirements for Mabel’s 

job was “to be able to get along with Western people, ride and drive, 

as well as pack a horse, follow a trail, shoot straight, run an automo-

bile, and be able to rough it whenever necessary!”

 Tours of Laramie Peak Museum and the Laramie River Power 

Plant will also be among the offerings.  Chapter president, Patsy 

Parkin, invites everyone to consider attending, and reminds that reg-

istration closes on June 1.  For more details contact her at 307-322-

9365 or register online at www.wyshs.org.  

Wish you wer e her e, we ar e 

having a wonderful time!

Se e you soon in

Platte County, Wyoming!

P latte C ounty’s history

 We hope you enjoy our 
 facilities and services.

 If you would like more information, 
 please contact us

 T HE  T OWN
 OF

 W HEATLAND

   to our community.

 welcomes you

 Town of Wheatland
 The  (307) 322-2962   or online at:  www.townofwheatlandwy.org

  or call  Platte County Chamber of Commerce  at:
 (307) 322-2322  or online:  www.plattechamber.com

 Che ck out our website for information and town eve nts!
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